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THE POCKLINGTON GROUP OF PARISHES 

 
The Combined Benefices of Pocklington Wold and Londesborough Wold 

Ministry Team 
Clergy   

           Vicar-vacancy - with welcome assistance from the following retired clergy who have         
the Archbishop’s Permission to Officiate (PTO) 

Revd Shelagh Jones  01430 871612 
Revd Les Slow  303888 
Revd Tony Burdon  304290 
Revd Pam Burdon  304290 
Revd Canon Rodney Nicholson  01430 650271 
 
Deacon 
Revd Bronnie Broadhurst             307479 

  
Readers   
Mr Mike Bailey 01430 873318   
Mr David Rumbelow 306056  
Mr Brian Snelson 302206  
Mrs Pam Dean                                303278                    
Mrs Barbara Myerscough (in training) 303331 
Mrs Annie Harrison (in training)  01377 288070 
                                                                                             

         Recognised Parish Assistants                                    W = Worship      P= Pastoral                 
         
         Dr Brian James                   01377 288148                  W 

Mrs Joy Hadley 306655 W/P     
Mrs Freda Bailey                01430 873318                  W/P  

         Mrs Lyn Stanton                             302073                  P  
          

Pastoral Team: 
Coordinator:   Revd Bronnie Broadhurst tel 307479 
Mrs Lyn Stanton, Mr David Rumbelow, Mrs Joy Hadley, Revd Canon Rodney Nicholson 
Revd Shelagh Jones, Mrs Pam Dean 
Parish Visitors:  
Pat Herbert, Sheila Waller, Annie Harrison, Louis Taylor, Frankie Taylor, Peter Brooke 
 
Group Safeguarding Representative:  Revd Les Slow 303888 

         South Wold Deanery Synod Representatives: Revd Bronnie Broadhurst, Heather Young 
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                                Members of the Pocklington Parochial Church Council: 

       Hilary Slow, Nigel Laws, David Brown, Ian Ryder, Louis Taylor, Kath Gilbank, Lyn Stanton, 
Carol Taylor, Karen Hoop, Polly Warcup, Heather Young, Jill Kemmenoe 

 

       Pocklington Group of Churches Pastoral Team  

The Pastoral Team is available to visit the bereaved, those who are ill, the housebound, or 
anyone who would like someone to talk to .This is an important part of the Church’s 
ministry and mission but we can only visit those we know about. So if you, or anyone you 
know, would welcome a visit from a member of the church family, please contact us and we 
will arrange for a member of the Pastoral Team to visit. 
 

Church Wardens: 
St Giles, Burnby Mr C Soukup 306154 
 Mr J Hewitt 302622 
 
St Ethelburga, Gt Givendale Mrs M Stephens 01262 678153 
 
St Martin, Hayton Mrs E Thackray 304317 
 
St Mary, Huggate Mrs R Braithwaite 01377 288422 
 Mrs S Dale 01377 288233 
 
All Saints, Londesborough Mrs J Fletcher 01430 873554 
  
St Margaret, Millington Mrs S Sheard  304783  
 
St James, Nunburnholme Dr A Henworth                                        740915  
 
All Saints, Pocklington Mr N Laws        304307  
 Mrs H Slow 303888 
 
All Saints, Shiptonthorpe Mrs F Bailey 01430 873318



 
 

 
Making connections by Rodney Nicholson 
Autumn is nearly here, when we may well think of the Church’s programme moving 
forward. As with the last eighteen months, the absence of a vicar does not mean that the 
rest of us are stuck in a hole! Every church needs to move forward but, arising from some 
research which Bronnie has done, some of us were discussing why people stop attending 
church. Various answers can be given. Here are four which spring to mind. They apply to 
someone who at one time, maybe through their parents, came to church rather than to the 
person who never had any church connection. Those people are sometimes called “the 
unchurched”, though I personally don’t like the term. It sounds a bit like “the unwashed”.   
 First, Church is seen as childish, so that people talk much more about going to church 
or Sunday School as children, rather than as 30-year-olds. Unintentionally we can feed this 
impression by making a lot of baby Jesus at Christmas, producing a sentimental bubble 
which includes Father Christmas and Mary on a donkey. It’s all very lovely but we grow out 
of it and therefore grow away from the real Christ too. 
 Second, it’s easy to follow one’s friends, so that as they probably never attend 
church, equally the young person from a Christian background soon loses the habit. Third, 
church services may seem boring and irrelevant and “full of old people”- and maybe an old 
vicar! That said, young people can be as attracted to an older man or woman as to 
someone a generation younger. Fourth, the person may have, or pretend to have, 
intellectual difficulties. “I can’t believe in God” or “Why all the wars and famines?” 
 All this said, the real reason why someone stops worshipping may well be that they 
never had a living, dynamic faith in the first place. Church can be a sort of inoculation. You 
have just a taste of religion. It’s not the real thing but it’s enough to give you a lifetime’s 
immunity. Faith comes in different ways but it must lead to a sense of the glory of Jesus 
Christ and the immense love which led him to the cross, culminating in the triumph of 
Easter morning. In other words, the true believer is one who has been converted and has 
come to a personal faith in Christ for themselves. 
 For this to happen, it is important not to be limited to one’s own Sunday morning 
congregation. A youth rally or mission, like Youth for Christ, can show a teenager that they 
aren’t alone in choosing Christ. We encouraged our own children to attend a neighbouring 
evangelical church which had a number of younger Christian adults as role models and 
where they could meet other young people of their own age. Partly for that reason and 
partly because of whom they married, they are both practising Christians now. 
 Our faith needs to be nurtured, whatever our age. Going to some larger event can 
bring huge encouragement. So can attending a prayer group or a Lent course or the like. 
We watch our culinary diet. We need to make sure we feed ourselves spiritually too. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Rodney Nicholson 
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Prayer during the Vacancy: 
We continue to meet weekly to pray for every aspect of our church life at this time and for 
the appointment process for our new vicar. We meet on Thursday evenings at 7.30 pm in 
September at Burnby and in October at Shiptonthorpe. You are all warmly invited to join us 
Pam and Tony Burdon 
 
 
Ken was wise, gentle and a friend by Rodney Nicholson 
These were just some of the words which Ken Townley’s family used to describe a much-
loved Christian man, for whose 82 years thanks were given at St Catherine’s, Barmby Moor 
on August 12th. Ken was very much part of the family of All Saints, especially through the 
Mothers Union, but he was a Reader, then Deacon in the Barmby Moor benefice. Their 
vicar, the Revd Jan Hardy, was clearly saddened by the death of a dear friend. In her closing 
remarks she said that she had been humbled, made proud and inspired by Ken’s journey. 
His time as Deacon had been all too short yet she was thankful that his ordination in 
January did take place. Almost the last service which he led was the Easter celebration at 
Yapham where, knowing that he himself was terminally ill, he led the congregation in 
declaring vigorously; “Jesus Christ is risen  
 Tony Burdon and Les Slow read family memories to the packed congregation, with 
Pam Burdon leading the prayers and Bishop John giving the Blessing. As Tony said, Ken’s life 
had many parts. Born in Halifax, he spent the war years with his grandparents. He was a 
server at the local church and an avid Scout, becoming the first Queen’s Scout in West 
Yorkshire. An industrial chemist by training, Ken rose through the ranks at ICI, eventually 
becoming the company’s Worldwide Safety Manager. In that role he once challenged, with 
effect, a works manager in India over the safety of a huge hole.  

Ken and Dot met through ICI and were married in 1961. They have two children, 
Helen and Simon, with grandchildren Dan, Matt, Will and Thea later completing the family. 
Ken’s strong love for his family included supporting Dot through her Open University 
degree course. Model trains, beekeeping and caring for pets were just some of his hobbies. 
His DIY skills were well used in building an extension which doubled the size of the original 
home. 

A Reader in Wakefield diocese, with a special interest in Reader training, Ken was lay 
leader of a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, led by the then bishop, Nigel McCullough, and also 
became project manager for the re-ordering of Dewsbury Minster. John Hawley, the vicar 
at the time, who subsequently became Archdeacon of Blackburn and now leads an active 
retirement in Goole, was in the congregation for Ken’s thanksgiving service. 

After retiring from ICI, Ken and Dot moved to Seaton Ross twenty-one years ago, 
vowing not to be so involved in church life. Events did not quite work out like that. Ken 
became Warden of Readers, Archdeaconry Secretary of Readers, Lay Chairman of South 
Wold Deanery Synod, Deanery Finance Advisor, and more.  Enrolled as a Mothers Union 
member at an open gardens evening at his own home in 2007, he became a great advocate 
for MU, fully supporting Dot when she was MU Archdeaconry Vice-President. 



6 
 

One of the three hymns on August 12th was “He’s got the whole world in his hands”, 
which Ken taught to Tanzanian ladies when visiting the country in 1998. Jan Hardy, in her 
closing remarks, reflecting on Ken’s ministry at Barmby Moor, observed that although he 
had great experience of life, he never wanted to push himself forward but tried to involve 
people, including newcomers, in reading, leading prayers and the like. The thanksgiving 
service included symbols of Ken’s ministry laid out on the altar: the stole which he had 
designed, a bowl of water and towel expressing a Deacon’s servanthood and the New 
Testament given by the Archbishop at his ordination. So we remembered a lovely man of 
God and took comfort that Ken’s journey in the company of Christ continues still. 
 

All Saints Church lighting and decoration project  
5th August – 12th October 2019                 

 
Church Services and Coffee Morning arrangements:  
Sunday 8am Communion (1st & 3rd Sunday in month) – Church Meeting Room 
Sunday 10.45am Communion – Pocklington School Chapel (Map overleaf) 
Monday Midday Prayers – Church Meeting Room 
Tuesday Coffee morning – Church Meeting Room 
Thursday 10am morning Service – Church Meeting Room 
Saturday Coffee morning – Church Meeting Room  
During this 10 week period, there will only be access to the meeting room, kitchen, 
downstairs WC and Rainbow room and to no other part of the Church. Access will only be 
via the back door on the North side of the Church.  
The office will be relocated to the Rainbow room downstairs during the project which will 
be open during the normal office hours Tuesday – Friday 9am - 12 noon.   
It is important and a requirement for Health and Safety reasons that no one beyond the 
contractors and those church officers directly involved with the project have access to the 
main part of the Church. There will be warning notices in place, and we ask that these 
instructions be adhered to. 
This is an exciting project and something that has needed to be undertaken for some time.  
It will mean that the interior of the church will be well lit, even on dull wintry days and old 
wiring will be replaced.  
On behalf of All Saints PCC we thank you for your patience and support during this period 
when we are undertaking this work, and if you have any questions please do contact the 
Church Wardens personally or contact the Church office. 
Hilary Slow and Nigel Laws, Church Wardens 
On behalf of the PCC 

Magazines will be available in the downstairs kitchen (entrance via the back door). If you 
have any problems finding them, please contact the office (which will be re-housed in the 
Rainbow Room near the kitchen). 
Many thanks,     Rowena 
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We usually have a break for the Summer in August but this year we decided to hold a 
Pimms and Strawberry Event for the Mothers Union Worldwide Summer of Hope Appeal. It 
was a fun afternoon for all who came and enjoyed the Pimms, Strawberries and Cream, 
Scones and Cakes, plus Tea or Coffee and a Raffle. We raised £275 and our thanks go to all 
who supported the afternoon. Thank you also to all who helped in any way, making cakes, 
scones etc; providing strawberries and washing up at the end. 

At our meeting on Tuesday, 1st October in the Meeting Room the speaker will be Helen 
Dawe and her subject is "Working with the Diocese of Harare." 

All are welcome to any of our meetings 

Many Blessings          Josie Penter 

 

The deadline for the October   edition is Thursday 19th September and copy 

should be emailed to: davidcbrown5@hotmail.com    

  

Update on Geoff by Rodney Nicholson 
 
Geoff Hollingsworth, our former vicar, is making steady, yet still slow progress some three 
months after he was afflicted with the neurological condition, Guillain-Barré. He enjoys a 
short walk in the park with Marilyn every day but cannot walk up or down hills, since the 
muscles necessary for that movement are not yet back to normal. He goes to the gym to 
practise exercises that will help with this. Fortunately, Howden is flat. He can get up and 
down stairs at home by holding on to the rail. Other good news is that he can drive for a 
short distance. 
 On the day I rang him, he and Marilyn had tried to attend midweek Communion at 
church, only to discover that the service had been cancelled. Oh well, these things happen!  
 
Geoff is very grateful at being remembered and prayed for, and he and Marilyn assure us of 
their best wishes. 
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Summary of Discussions from the July PCC Meeting  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
             The Minutes of the July PCC Meeting having been approved are available for reading 
on the Church notice board, and here is a summary of the main items discussed: 
 

 Security - There continued to be occasional damage caused and litter nuisance 
particularly at the rear of Church. The Security Camera had proved useful for the 
Police. 

 Porch – A survey and mapping of all the tiles has been undertaken and this together 
with the damp issues with the walls is being investigated by the Architect. 

 Lighting & Painting Project – All electrical equipment and work plans are in place. 
Pittaway from Hull were appointed as contractor for the Painting of Church. Storage 
of chairs and smaller items of furniture would be stored by Abacus in Full Sutton. 
Pocklington School would also store some important items. Font and other items of 
value would be boxed in or protected in other ways.  
For Health and safety there would no access to the main Church building to anyone 

but those directly involved in the project. Wide publicity would occur including a 

press release with assistance from the Diocese. 

 Vacancy update – Acting Archdeacon, Area Dean and Lay Chair of Deanery had met 
with all Church Wardens. Views were sought on reviewing the Pocklington Group 
Structure. The Pocklington PCC agreed that the size of the Group should be reduced 
if additional resource was not possible. The PCC agreed that as Pocklington Parish 
was the largest it was not appropriate for Pocklington to suggest if or which Parishes 
should be split off to another Benefice, but would support villages Parishes in their 
individual decisions.  

 Church Cleaner – Due to increased work commitments Kirsty Brooks was leaving as 
Church Cleaner. A gift and letter of thanks would be given. The position would be 
reviewed to have someone in place for re-opening. 

 Wild Flower area in Churchyard – Louis Taylor would liaise with the Town Council 
about creating an area for wild flowers in part of the Churchyard. 

This is a summary of the main items discussed, should you wish to have more detail please  
read the minutes on the notice board or should you wish to discuss any points please do 
contact any members of the PCC. 

Nigel Laws - Church Warden 
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Real progress being made. Chancel, Lady Chapel, St Nicholas Chapel finished. Transepts and 
aisles half done. Nave started.  
 
Some low level electrics completed. 
 
Photographs courtesy of Les Slow  
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 The Yorkshire floods sound a warning  by Rodney Nicholson 
We were shocked by the flash floods in Swaledale and Wensleydale at the end of July. 
There was no loss of human life but hundreds of livestock animals perished, on top of the 
damage done to walls, fields and buildings. The good thing was that people came together 
and helped one another, and visitors were still willing to come to a festival. Money was 
promised but sometimes financial help is slow to materialise. We hope that farmers and 
others can access such grants without having to work hard for them. 
 Probably the people of Reeth and Leyburn will never again suffer such a devastating 
deluge but others will. The freak storms are happening more frequently. Global warming, 
caused by human activity, can no longer be denied. The melting ice caps provide evidence 
enough of this, destroying the polar bears’ habitat as well as causing rising sea levels. 
Floods overseas are far worse than here. Recent floods and landslides in India killed over 
270, made over a million homeless and inundated thousands of homes. Yet the Indian 
floods hardly hit the news. 

Our government is being proactive on environmental issues and accepted Labour’s 
call to declare an environment emergency. And yet a new £165 million coal mine is planned 
for Cumbria, ignoring environmental concerns. Jobs, which the scheme will certainly bring, 
come first. Then there’s Heathrow’s controversial third runway, said to be necessary for 
increasing air travel, which itself is ecologically damaging. How can carbon emissions be 
reduced without reducing air travel? As one who never flies, it’s easy for me to support a 
reduction in air travel. Many people have family overseas or must fly for work reasons. But 
the pollution caused by aircraft must be faced, and the government’s target of achieving 
zero carbon emissions by 2050 does not include aviation. 
 Motorists who leave their engines idling annoy me. Such drivers are either 
thoughtless or selfish or both. In some congested areas, where a school is situated near to 
heavy traffic, children have displayed placards asking drivers to turn off their engines where 
possible. I sometimes ask such drivers to switch off but usually I get a polite refusal. One 
driver in Sainsbury’s car park told me that his engine was running to power the air 
conditioning for his two young grandchildren in the back. I did not point out that the engine 
benefiting his grandchildren might add to someone else’s breathing difficulties. I have come 
to the conclusion that local councils need to employ staff to go round with boards saying, 
“Turn off your engine”, but they will need paying for out of increased council tax. That is 
unless we could adapt David Cameron’s Big Society and have authorised volunteers doing 
the job. 
 Every time we affirm our faith in “God the maker of heaven and earth” we make an 
environmental statement. We declare that the world is not ours but God’s. We are merely 
stewards of property not our own and are therefore responsible for preserving it. As a 
Christian Church we are committed to mission, one of whose marks is “to preserve the 
integrity of creation”. 
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I download a Sunday newspaper on my iPad, the only newspaper I read every week 
because news is constantly available from other sources.  I read the comments in a critical 
way and with an open mind.  I’m not so fond of the magazine section with its subjects and 
images – my wife says, “If it’s so stupid, as you say, why do you read it?”, and my answer is, 
“I try to keep abreast of our culture!” 
We are all aware of all the information and all the opinions that are being thrown at us 
through the media, and of all the choices of entertainment we have because of so many 
magazines and TV and radio channels.  I strongly feel that as Christians and Church 
members we need all the more to nurture our Christian beliefs and ensure that our 
understanding and spirituality is developing and our assurance about God deepening. 
I have been invited to write this article to warmly recommend what I regard as essential for 
Christians: that is, to find a moment every day, not only to pray to God our Heavenly 
Father, but to read the Bible. We believe the truths and insights of the Bible are timeless, 
and the Bible is the growing revelation of God’s nature which culminates in the coming of 
Christ among us. 
For many years I have used daily Bible reading notes, and they’ve been so valuable because 
they explain the context of events and teaching, and Biblical truths have guided me when 
I’ve been faced with so many issues and decisions.  I particularly recommend the 
publications of the Bible Reading Fellowship – “New Daylight”, with a Bible passage, a 
comment and a prayer; or “Guidelines”, a little more academic, with a suggested reading 
and commentary. Do think seriously about this.  And you may even be able to get material 
online! 
 
 Malcolm Smalley (Rev, retd.) 
 
 
 

Bible Reading Fellowship:   
We have one spare copy of “New Daylight” and two copies of “Guidelines” – Notes for 
September through to December.   
These notes are free and are available from Hazel Harrison. 
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                              September Services in the Pocklington Group of Churches  
 Burnby 
 1st September  9.15 am  Family Service (CW) 
 Great Givendale  
 8th September  6.00 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) 

 22nd    9.15 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 Hayton 
 8th September 10.00 am                        Baptism  
 15th   9.15 am  Holy Communion (CW) 
 Huggate  
 1st September  9.15 am All Age Worship  
 8 th  6.00 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 15th      9.15 am Holy Communion (CW) 
 22nd    9.15 am  Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Londesborough  
 1st September  10.45 am  Morning Prayer (BCP) 
 8th   10.45 am  Morning Prayer (CW) 
 22nd    10.45 am  Holy Communion (CW) 
 Millington 
 8th September  9.15 am Holy Communion (CW)  
 22nd   9.15 am Morning Prayer (CW) 
 27th   7.15 pm  Harvest –Led by the Methodists 
 29th  10.00 am  Holy Communion (CW) -Group Service  
 Nunburnholme  
  1st September  10.45 am  All Age Worship  
 15th  10.45 am Family Communion (CW) 
 Pocklington 
 1stSeptember  8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 1st    10.45 am  Family Communion (CW) at Pocklington Sch 
 8th  10.45 am  Sung Eucharist (CW) –Baptism-with  
   Revd Canon Charlie Allen at Pocklington Sch 
 15th   8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
 15th     10.45 am  Sung Eucharist (CW) at Pocklington School 
   With Revd Canon Caroline Pinchbeck  
 22nd   10.45 am  Sung Eucharist (CW) at Pocklington School 
 29th  8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP)  
 
 Shiptonthorpe  
 1st September  10.45 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
 8th  10.45 am  All Age Worship  
 15th  10.45 am Morning Prayer (BCP) 
 22nd   10.45 am  Family Communion (CW)  
 29th  9.00 am  Morning Prayer (BCP) 
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 PARISH REGISTERS 
 

          We have welcomed into the Christian Family through Baptism:  

 

28th July   Rose Summer Goede   Pocklington 

 

28th July   Lacey Elizabeth Sellers   Pocklington 

 

   4th August Aurora Elizabeth Jenkins Nunburnholme 

 
  

 

 

 

        We have united in Marriage through the love of God 
 
 2nd August           Samuel Thomas Fletcher and            Pocklington 

                      Clare Jordon Schofield                                   

 

10th August                    Jack George Wright and   

             Stephanie Louise Milner   Huggate 

 

               
 

 

 

 

 

 We have commended to God’s sure keeping with thanksgiving: 
 

1st August   Bridget Thompson    Millington 

 

8th August   Christopher Paul Lambert  Huggate 

 

13th August   Phyllis Evelyn Staveley   Octon 
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                                           PASTORAL SERVICES 
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals 
 

  To enquire about arrangements for these services  
  please call at the Parish Office in the Church or phone 01759 306045  
  Office hours are Tuesday to Friday 9am to 12 noon 
                                          (Outside these hours by appointment) 

                                        Scale of fees and charges for 2019 
 Baptisms  
 There is no fee for a service of Baptism  
 Certificate of Baptism, if required.  £14.00  
 

 Weddings  
 Publication of Banns.  £30.00 
 Certificate of Banns, if required.  £14.00 
 Marriage Service.  £455.00 
 Certificate of Marriage at registration.                       £4.00  
 Verger  £40.00 
 Organist  £80.00 
 Bells  £120.00 
 Heating   £55.00  
 
 Please note that an additional charge will be made if extra facilities are required. 
We regret that it is not always possible to come back into the Church for additional 
photographs after the service. 

 Funerals  
 Funeral service in Church  £195 00 
 Cremation pre or post service in Church  £28.00 
 Funeral service at Crematorium or cemetery £195.00  
 Please note that additional fees may apply and the office will advise  
 Verger  £35.00 
 Organist  £80.00 
 Heating  £55.00  
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                                          A Prayer for the life of our Parishes and Churches  
O God ,make the door of this church wide enough to receive all who need human love and 
fellowship; narrow enough to shut out envy ,pride and strife. Make its threshold smooth 
enough to be no stumbling block for children, nor to straying feet, but rugged and strong to 
turn back the tempter’s power. God make the doorway of this house the entrance to your 
eternal kingdom. Amen 
 

                          Parish Church of All Saints, Pocklington 
                                       Church office 01759 306045 
                                        Office hours are Tuesday to Friday 9am to 12 noon 
          Office @allsaintspock.plus.com 
 
 

Electoral Roll Officer Doreen Pea 305552 
Flower Team Contact Ann Theakston  302731 
Little Saints Leader                  Barbara Myerscough 303331  
Magazine Editor  David Brown 305521 
Magazine Distribution Rowena Protheroe  304984 
Mothers Union Secretary Dot Townley  318182  
Organist and Choirmaster Michael Cooper  305929  
Parish Administrators              Sue Currier and Carole Laws       306045 
Pastoral Coordinator       Revd Bronnie Broadhurst  307479 
PCC Secretary Vacancy   
Planned Giving /Gift Aid                 Sue Currier  0740 1133219 
Treasurer David Brown  305521  
Verger                                                 Ian Ryder                                          318640  
 
          For all Church and Meeting Room bookings please contact the Church Office  
                 For more information about the Church, please visit our websites 
 

                                     www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org 
                                     www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk 
                                     www. pockflyingman.org.uk 
                                      
            
 

http://www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org/
http://www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk/

